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  Small Redtail Catfish
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Description
The Small Redtail Catfish (Phractocephalus hemioliopterus) is a stunning and fast-
growing freshwater species native to South America, particularly the Amazon, Orinoco,
and Essequibo river basins. Recognizable by its vibrant red tail and long whiskers, this
juvenile version is perfect for aquarists preparing for a monster fish tank.

- Origin: South America (Amazon Basin)  

- Diet: Carnivorous – enjoys sinking pellets, frozen fish, worms, and meaty treats  

This juvenile Redtail Catfish is perfect for those ready to raise a true freshwater giant.

These colorful catfishes have a brownish back, with yellow sides and characteristic
orange-red dorsal fin and caudal fin. It has a pair of barbels on the upper jaw and two
pairs on the lower jaw. 

Redtail Catfish may consume smaller tankmates; if a fish can fit in their mouth, it’s at
risk of being eaten.
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